2024-2025 BSP#18 Group Time Discussion

By EAIEFAVEEH - Reflection and application question (25 minutes)
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What is happening around us today is unprecedented in its seriousness and contrary to truth:
* A culture of immorality, materialism and individualism permeates the world, infiltrating the
media, entertainment industry, government and education systems (Babylon the Whore):
Legalization of euthanasia, normalization of homosexuality, legalization of abortion, gender
reassignment
 Extreme political trends and ideas
 The emergence of totalitarian leaders and regimes is like the two beasts, asking people to
worship idols (leaders or political parties) and developing nuclear weapons
* Persecution of Christians (there were more Christian martyrs in the 20th century than in all
previous centuries combined*)
* A new trend of Jews accepting Christ began at the end of the 20th century* (Romans 11:26,
CCC674)
» Two thousand years of church evangelization efforts and technological advancement have
allowed the Gospel to spread throughout the world (Romans 11:12, 25; Mt 24:14, CCC674)
* Nature is out of balance, polluted, weather changes, and natural disasters happen every year
(Los Angeles was being burned by wildfires when | wrote this)
* The war in the Middle East and the Soviet invasion of Ukraine brought about the possibility
of world war and nuclear war
Has Satan been released from prison? Are Gog and Magog already in full swing around us?
Has the world reached its final days? Is Christ coming again soon? On the one hand, we must



be careful in drawing conclusions on these important issues, because many Christians in the
past also asked the same questions and firmly believed that the Lord was coming soon, but the
results were wrong. On the other hand, it is reasonable to ask because Jesus requires us to stay
awake (Mt 24:42-44, 25:1-13). Please share your views. How do your views affect how you
live your life?

*Source: CCSS p.335
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The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at every moment of history until his recognition
by "all Israel", for "a hardening has come upon part of Israel™ in their "unbelief" toward Jesus.
St. Peter says to the Jews of Jerusalem after Pentecost: "Repent therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive
until the time for establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of
old.” St. Paul echoes him: "For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what
will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?" The "full inclusion™ of the Jews in the
Messiah's salvation, in the wake of "the full number of the Gentiles", will enable the People of
God to achieve "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ"”, in which "God may be all
inall”.



